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(a)  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

C.L.  Broomhead,  T.D.,  M.D.,  B.  Ch.  , D.P.H. 

Official  address:-  5,  High  Street,  Chippenham. 

Tel:  Chippenham  2821  e±tn.  49. 

also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Boroughs  of 
Caine  and  Malmesbury  and  the  Rural  Districts  of  Caine 
& Chippenham  and  Malmesbury „ Assistant  County  Medical 

Officer  of  Health  and  Schools  Medical  Officer,  Wiltshire 
County  Council „ 


o>) 

(c) 


SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR. 

S.F.  French,  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Cert.  R.S.l. 

Meat  & Other  Foods  Inspector’s  Cert.  R.S.l. 


ADDITIONAL., PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS. 

C.W.  Pitman,  Cert.  S.I.B., 

Meat  & Other  Foods  Inspector's  Cert.  R.S.l, 
Smoke  Inspector’s  Diploma,  R.S.H. 


E.W.  Wright, 


Cert . , P.H.I .E.B. , 

Meat  & Other  Foods  Inspector's  Diploma  RSK: 

Smoke  Inspector’s  Diploma  R.S.H.  (resigned 

5th.  December ,196 


P.M.  DaLe,  Cert.  S.I.B., 

Meat  & Other  Foods  Inspector’s  Cert.  RSI. 
(commenced  1st.  August,  1965) . 


( d)  SECRETARY  TO__THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 
S.G.V.  Williamson,  Cert.  R.I.P.H.H. 


(e)  The  Committee  of  the  Borough  Council  dealing  directly 
with  Public  Health  matters  is:- 

The  Public  Health  and  .Highways  Committee. 


U.t-1 


The  Mayor,  Aldermen  & Councillors, 
Chippenham  Borough  Council. 
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Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  & Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1965  in  accordance  with  Regulation  15(5)  of  the 
Public  Health  Officers  Regulations,  1959. 

Copies  'of  the  report  are  required  "by  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  & Food,  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  & Local  Government  and  H.M.  Inspector 
of  Factories;  a copy  is  also  sent  to  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

!■  The  health  of  the  population  has  "been  satisfactory 
during  the  year.  Apart  from  an  outbreak  of  measles  during 
the  early  months,  there  has  been  little  notifiable  disease. 

An  outbreak  of  Dysentery  at  Allington  Special  School, 
which  takes  80  boarders  and  40  day  boys,  began  during  March 
and  necessitated  much  enquiry  and  many  bacteriological 
investigations . of  the  staff  and  pupils  before  it  was  event- 
ually brought  under  control.  This  was  particularly  difficult 
owing  to  the  nature  of  the  school  and  the  large  area  served. 

• 1 • T : • . : .•>  N» 

Two  individuals  were  excluded  from  employment  during 
1965.  One,  a nursing  auxiliary,  a streptococcal  carrier 
and  the  other. a food  handler  ‘on  account  of  dysentery. 

Approximately  half  the  cases  of  scarlet  fever  (23) 
occurred  during  the  period  October  to  December  and  were 
amongst  school  children  in  the  5-9  year  age  group.' 

Trie  birth  rate  shows  a decrease  compared  with  the 
previous 'year '16. 9 (18.4);  the  death  rate  remaining  pract- 
ically the  same  10.7  (10,6).  This  is  lower  than  .the 
.comparative  rate  for  England  & Wales  of  11,5. 

Of  the  total  228  deaths,  121  were  due  to  heart  disease, 
coronary  disease  or  cancer. 

Trie  infantile  mortality  rate,  showed  some  increase 
over  the  previous  year  18.3  (12,2)  but  is  slightly  lower 
than  the  comparative  rate  for  England  & Wales  " (19. 0) . 

In  September,  the  Public  Health  Committee  was  notified 
that  the  Disinfector  at  Frogwell  Hospital  had  broken  down 
and  was  beyond  repair.  As  a result,  the  Mid. Wilts.  Hospital 
Management  Committee  had  decided  to  arrange  for  all  dis- 
infection to  be  carried  out  at  Roundway  Hospital, Devizes. 

This  was  not  considered  satisfactory,  and  the  Council  agreed 
to  accept  the  principle  that  the  old  plant  be  dismantled 
and  a new  one  provided  in  trie  same  building,  subject  to  the 
agreement  of  the  Hospital  Management  Committee  and  the  co- 
operation of  the  other  four  local  authorities  in  the  North 
Wilts,  area. 

The  attention  of  the  Council  is  directed  to  the  very 
full  report  by  Mr.  French,  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 
In  particular  his  comments  on  food  premises  and  the  handling 
and  distribution  of  food  should  be  noted.  To  obtain  a 100% 
meat  inspection,  it  was  necessary  to  inspect  the  very  large 
number  of  59?  390  animals  during  the  year. 
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The  high  standards  of  health  enjoyed  nowadays  "by  the 
public  and  the  comparative  freedom  from  the  more  serious 
infections  are  the  direct  result  of  the  careful  and  un- 
remitting inspections  and  supervision  by  the  Public  Health 
Department. 

The  Minister  of  Health  has  given  his  approval  to  the 
makingof  arrangements  for  the  addition  of  fluorine  to 
public  water  supplies  which  are  deficient  in  it  naturally, 
to  the  level  appropriate  for  the  prevention  of  dental  decay. 

In  the  Minister's  view,  fluoridation  is  now  an  established 
well  proven  public  health  measure,  w hich  confers  benefits 
to  dental  health  greatly  exceeding  the  cost  of  introducing 
it.  He  is  convinced  that  it  is  completely  safe. 

Drinking  water  which  has  had  its  fluorine  content  raised 
to  1 p.p.m.  has  the  same  beneficial  effect  on  teeth  as  water 
in  which  the  same  proportion  of  fluorine  is  present  naturally* 
The  effect  of  fluoridation  has  been  extensively  investigated 
throughout  the  world.  Every  allegation  of  harm  has  been 
thoroughly  and  carefully  investigated,  but  no  harmful  effects 
from  a level  of  1 p.p.nu  have  been  demonstrated  whether  one 
is  old,  young,  healthy  or  sick. 

Fluoridation  will  have  little  or  no  effect  on  the  teeth 
of  those  who  -are  already  adult,  when  it  is  introduced. 

Children  will  benefit  broadly  according  to  the  age  at  which 
they  first  r egularly  begin  to  consume  fluoridated  water. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr,  C.R.  Phillips,  Engineer,  North  Wilts. 
Water  Board  for  the  following  detail  of  the  natural  fluoride 
content  of  water  supplied  in  the  Board’s  area. 

Chippenham 0.7  parts  per  million. 

Malmesbury 0,6  parts  per  million. 

Corsham  less  than  0.1  parts  per  million. 

Caine  less  than  0,1  parts  per  million. 

The  report  of  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector,  Mr. 

S.F.  French  is  incorporated  and  provides  much  detailed 

information. 

I am  grateful  to  Mr.  French  and  the  staff  of  the  Council 
for  their  co-operation  and  a ssistance  during  the  year  under 

review. 


I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.L.  BROOMHEAD, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS . 

Area  (in  acres) . 1,  843 

Population  18,670 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1965  according 

to  the  Rate  Book)  „ . . 5 >971 

Rateable  Value  . . . £735 >833 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  (estimated)  .....  £2,911. 


VITAL  STATISTICS . 


LIVE  BIRTHS 


Legitimate 
Illegitimate 
Total 

Crude  birth  rate  for  the  Borough.. 17.5 

. per  1000  of  the  population. 

Adjusted  birth  rote  for  the  Borough 16.9 

per  1000  of  the  population. 

Compositive  rate  for  England  & Wales. 18.0 

per  1000  of  the  population. 

Members  of  the  Armed  Forces  stationed  in  the  area  are 
included  in  the  population  figure  shown  under  the  heading 
"General  Statistics"^  To  make  on  approximate  allowance 
for  the  way  in  which  the  sex  .and  .age  distribution  of  the 
local  population  differs  from  England  & Wales  as  0 whole, 
the  crude  birth  rote  and  death  rote  for  the  Borough  are  to 
be  multiplied  by  an  "area  comparability  factor"  given  by 
the  Registrar  General.  The  above  statistics  hove  been 
so  corrected.  The  comparability  factor  for  births  is 
0.97. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

153 

8 

157 

rg§~ — 

310 
......  . 1.7 

161 

_52Z 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Eight  still  births  were  notified  during  1965.  The 
rate  per  1000  total  live  and  still  births  is  23.8.  The 
comparative  rate  for  England  & Wales  is  15.7. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Six  children,  all  under  the  age  of  one  year,  died 
during  1965.  The  infantile  mortality  rate,  per  1000  live 
births  is  18.3;  the  . comparative  rate  for  England  & Wales  is 
19.0. * 


DEATHS 
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The  following  deaths  were  notified  during  1965. 

Males  Female.^ To  t a 1 . 

117  HI  228 


Crude  death  rate  for  the  Borough 12.2 

per  1000  of  the  population. 

Adjusted  death  rate  for  the  Borough 10.7 

per  1000  of  the  population. 

Comparative  rate  for  England  & Wales 11.5 

per  1000  of  the  population. 


ANALYSIS  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH . 


Moles 

Females 

Total 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

3 

2 

5 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

4 

- 

4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

- 

6 

6 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

— 

3 . 

3 

neoplasms 

12 

9 

21 

Leukaemia  ■ aleukaemia 

l 

- 

1 

Diabetes  

l 

1 

2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

11 

12 

23 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

25 

16 

41 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

- 

1 

1 

Other  heart  disease 

15 

24 

39 

Other  circulatory  disease 

7 

8 

' 15 

Pneumonia 

1 

3 

4 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

8 

3 

11 

system  , 

2 

1 

3 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

1 

2 

Gastritis,  enteritis  & diarrhoea 

1 

- 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

3 

- 

3 

Congenital  malformations 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

— 

1 

1 

diseases 

16 

16 

32 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

4 

■2 

6 

All  other  accidents 

2 

2 

4 

TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES:- 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE . 


The  following  table  shows  the  cases  of  infectious 
disease  (other  than  tuberculosis)  notified  or  ascertained 
during  the  year  under  review,  together  with  comparative 
figures* -'for  previous  years  since  1962. 


DISEASE.  • 

ic 

)62 

196^ 

196k 

1365. 

•a 

b 

a 

b 

a 

b 

a 

b. 

Scarlet  Fever 

7 

7 

11 

11 

9 

9 

23 

23 

Who oping  Cough  

- 

- 

- . 

- • 

13 

13 

- 

— 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

45 

45 

IV) 

-v 

vn 

275 

8 

8 

273 

273 

Ac .Poliomyelitis 

(paralytic) 

— 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis 

(non.  paralytic) 

1 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

- 

Dysentery 

- 

- 

33 

33 

20 

20 

7 

7 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

15 

15 

21 

21 

12 

12 

4 

4 

Smallpox 

— 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

■ — • 

Para-Typhoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

Typhoid  Fever 

— 

— 

. *- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

6 

— 

- 

- ' 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— ' 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

! 

— 

Salmonella  Infections, 

— 

— 

17 

17 

5 

5 

6 

6 

TOTAL:- 

20 

_62_ 

_56U 

357 

. 67  67 

&=  numbers  originally  notified. 
b=  final  numbers  after  correction. 


During  the  year  under  review  five  new  cases  of 
respiratory  tubercul°sis  and  one  new  case  of  non-respiratory 
tuberculosis  were  notified  and  confirmed  by  the  Chest 
Physician. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  tuberculosis  during  1965. 

In  addition  to  the  new  coses  of  tuberculosis  notified 
each  year,  a certain  proportion  pf  tuberculous  persons  either 
move  into  the  town  or  move  eut.  According  to  the  Register 
of  Tuberculous  Persons,  the  .mowing  notified  and  confirmed 
coses  of  tuberculosis  were  living  in  the  Borough  at  the  end 
of  1965. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Respiratory 

21 

25 

46 

Non-respiratory 

7 

20 

27 

TOTAL: - 

28 

_k5_  „ 

There  were  70  cases  on  the  Register  at  the  31st.  December ,1964 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION . 

The  Wilts.  County  Council  as  a Local  Health  Authority, 
is  responsible  for  the  formation  of  schemes  for  the 
immunisation  of  children  against  certain  infectious  diseases. 
I am  indebted  to  Dr.  C.D.L.  Lycett,  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  for  the  following  inf orma tion: - 

DIPHTHERIA.  WHOOPING  COUGH  AND  TETANUS  IMMUNISATION. 


YEAR  OP  BIRTH 

1965 

1964 

1963 

1962 

1961 

1956-1950 
i2£0  125m 

Under 

16 

Primary  imms. 

Diph. 

167 

155 

12 

3 

3 

33  5 

r.„ 

completed 

Wh/c 

164 

152 

9 

- 

3 

12  3 

- 

during  196 5 . 

Tet  o 

167 

155 

12 

3 

4 

52  31 

— 

Reinf.  injects. 

Diph. 

- 

44 

85 

15 

23 

227 

5 - 

administered 

Wh/c 

— 

27 

50 

9 

7 

34 

4 - 

during  1965. 

Tet. 

- 

44 

86 

15 

25 

245 

37  2 

SMALLPOX  VACCINATION 


MONTHS.  YEARS. 


0-3;  3-6: 

6-9;  9-12: 

1: 

O ^ ^ 1 1 • 

5 15 » 

Vaccinat- 

ions. 

19  19 

2 20 

172 

10 

3 

Re-Vaccin- 

ations 

10 

6 

16 

POLIOMYELITIS  IMMUNISATION 

The  following  immunisations  were  completed  in  1965. 


Age  Group  2nd 

3rd. 

3rd. inj.  4th. 

3 oral 

2 

oral 

4th  oral 

inj . 

Quad, 

or  4th 0 Quad. inj . 

doses . 

after 

after  3 

2 

injs. 

inj . or 

3 oral. 

1965 

62 



1964 

— 

— — 

268 

- 

1963 

— 

_ — 

35 

— 

2 

1962 

— 

— — 

22 

— 

3 

1961 

- 

- — 

15 

2 

12 

1956-1960 

- 

- - 

53 

3 

235 

1950-1955 

Others  under 

16 

Other  over  16- 

" 

' 

1 

5 

- 

- - 

50 

- 

9 

TOTALS : - - 

— 

— _ 

JL 

266. 

The  following  additional  information  has  been  supplied 
by  Dr.  C.D.L.  Lycett  concerning  the  primary  immunisation  state 
for  babies  born  during  1964  immunised  up  to  the  31st .December , 

1965. 


1964 

babies  immunised 


327 


1964 

births . Percentage . 


353 


92.6 


HOUSING 
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As  in  previous  years,  the  addition  of  medical 
points  was  recommended  to  a number  of  applications  for 
housing  accommodation  following  receipt  of  medical 
evidence  of  illness  and  or  disability  in  respect  of 
either  the  applicant,  or  a member  of  his  family  living 
with  him;  the  highest  medical  priority  was  given  to 
applicants  suffering  from  tuberculosis  or  some  other 
serious  disease  or  disability. 

The  following  detail  has  been  supplied  by  the 
Council’s  Housing  Manager. 

NEW  PROPERTIES,  (including  Pensioners’  Flats) . 


Tenants  from  married  quarters  to  be  demolished  73 

Tenants  from  married  quarters  to  be  relet  1 

Existing  tenants  transferred  22 

Applicants  from  waiting  list  27 

Staff  allocation  _1  124 

EXISTING  PROPERTIES . 

Applicants  from  waiting  list  including 

aged  persons’  bungalows.  24 

Tenants  from  married  quarters  to  be  relet  11 

Tenants  from  married  quarters  to  be  demolished  20 

Admiralty  employees  11 

Air  Ministry  (Hullavington)  allocation  3 

Staff  allocation  2 71 

MARRIED  QUARTERS 

Applicants  from  waiting  list  19 

Tenant  from  married  quarters  to  be  demolished  1 20 


NUMBER  OF  PROPERTIES  AT  51st.  DECEMBER.  1965 . 


Houses  1642 

Plats  182  1824 

Grouped  dwelling  (Avonside)  21 

Aged  Persons’  Bungalows  IO3 

Aged  Persons’  Plats  16  140 


Married  Quarters 


Caravan  Sites  21 

Garages  . 406 

During  the  year  25  applicants  were  rehoused  for  the 
following  reasons 


Demolition  Orders  12;  Court  Orders  3;  Medical  Officer  of 
Health’s  recommendations  10. 

In  addition  5 mutual  exchanges  were  approved  and  21  tenants 
were  transferred  for  various  reasons  from  one  dwelling  to 
another . 


4 caravan  sites  were  vacated  and  relet  during  the  year. 

198  married  quarters  have  been  demolished  or  vacated  ready 
for  demolition. 
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SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  AND  REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL . 


I am  grateful  to  Mr.  O.E.W.  Street,  Borough  Surveyor, 
for  the  following  inf ormation: - 


>osal . 


1.  The  two  sewage  disposal  works  at  Westmead  and 
Patterdown  serve  the  Borough  and  the  fringe  area. 

2.  The  first  stage  of  the  major  re-sewering  scheme 
covering  the  northern  section  of  the  Borough  has 
"been  completed.  Stage  11  of  the  scheme  for  surface 
water  drainage  from  the  northern  section  of  the 
Borough  has  received  Ministry  approval  and  is  about 
to  go  out  to  tender. 

3.  A section  of  the  re-sewering  scheme,  planned  for  a 
later  stage,  is  now  being  carried  out  as  necessitated 
by  the  Inner  Relief  Road  - Poghamshire  to  Marshfield 
Road  and  New  Road. 

4.  The  effluents  from  the  Westmead  and  Patterdown  Sewage 
Disposal  Works  are  discharged  to  the  River  Avon. 


Refuse  Collection  & 


Refuse  collection  in  the  Borough  continues  to  be 
operated  with  two  covered  vehicles.  House  and  trade 
refuse  is  collected  weekly  and  additional  collections 
are  made  from  premises  such  as  cafes,  food  and  fish 
shops,  etc,  where  food  is  handled.  This  work  is 
under  continuous  review  to  re-route  collections  to 
deal  with  new  houses  erected  in  the  Borough. 

Refuse  disposal  is  controlled  by  tipping  at  Westmead. 

The  handling  and  covering  of  refuse  is  done  mechanically t 

Pull  use  is  mode  of  insecticides  in  connection  with 
refuse  collection  and  tip  dressing.  The  eradication 
of  rots  is  undertaken  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Senior  P&blic  Health  Inspector. 


: 
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REPORT 
of  the 

PUBLIC  HEA  LTH  INSPECTOR 


TO : 


The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Members  of  the 
Chippenham  Town  Council. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  a Report 
of  the  work  carried  out  in  my  Department  during 
the  year  1965. 

The  tables  and  particulars  conform  to 
the  Ministry's  Regulations  and  Requirements. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
S.F. FRENCH. 


Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT 


237  Inspections  were  made  of  169  premises  in  connection  with 
Housing  and  Nuisances,  and  as  a result,  45  notices  were  served 
requiring  the  abatement  of  nuisances  and  housing  repairs. 

Most  of  this  work  is  of  a routine  nature,  hut  nevertheless  is 
important  work.  It  is  unspectacular,  and  is  probably  performed 
without  the  knowledge  of  most  ratepayers. 

There  is  a scarcity  of  builders  willing  to  undertake  this 
type  of  work. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  1965. 


1 . Number  of  New  Houses  and  Flats  erected  during  the  year . 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  124 

(b)  By  Private  Enterprise  109 

2 . Inspection  of  dwellings  during  the  year . 

(1)  Inspected  for  housing  defects  under  P.H.  Acts  56 

(2)  Inspected  for  housing  defects  under  Housing  Acts  1 06 

(3)  Number  of  dwellings  found  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
habitation  0 

(4)  Number  of  dwellings  found  not  to  be  in  all 

respects  reasonably  fit  for  habitation  45 

3 . Remedy  of  Defects  by  Informal  Action. 

Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  Informal  Action  19 

4.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  (Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts). 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9.10  & 16  of  Housing 

Act  1936  and  Sections  9,10  & 12  of  Housing  Act  1957. 


(i)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  None 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which 

formal  notices  were  served  None 


( c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  16  & 25  Housing 
Act,  1957. 

(i)  Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  Q 

(ii)  Number  of  houses  demolished  as  a result  of 

Demolition  Orders  19 

(iii)  Number  of  Local  Authority  houses  demolished  115 

(v)  Number  of  families  re-housed  100 

(vi)  Number  of  persons  re-housed  378 

(vii)  Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  0 


(d)  Proceedings  under 


Act,  1957 


(i)  Number  of  houses  demolished  as  a result  of 
Clearance  Area  procedure 


14 


12 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  1965 . C on t ? d . 


Housing  Acts  1961/1964 
Houses  in  Multiple 


(i)  Total  number  of  houses  in  multiple  occupation 

(ii)  Number  of  inspections  made 

(iii)  Number  of  notices  served 

(a)  to  make  good  neglect  of  proper  standards 

(b)  to  require  additional  services  or  facilities 

(iv)  Number  of  control  orders  made  (1964  Act) 

(v)  Details  regarding  separate  occupancies  in 
houses  in  multiple  occupation 


15 

37 

4 

0 

None 


(Number  of  houses  with 
| foil owing  number  of 
^separate  occupancies 


I 

8 ! 9 

10 

! 

- 

Good  results  have  been  achieved  by  discussion  with  the  owners 
on  these  regular  visits,  and  we  have  no  serious  problem  in  this 
connect  ion. 


As  will  be  seen,  134  unfit  houses  were  demolished  during  1965* 
Prom  these,  100  families  (378  persons)  have  been  rehoused. 

This  means  that  a total  of  443  unfit  houses  have  been  dealt 
with  up  to  the  end  of  1965 , a considerable  contribution  to  the 
health  and  well  being  of  the  Borough  as  a whole* 

It  is  now  possible  to  see  in  the  near  future  the  completion 
of  the  programme  to  deal  with  unfit  houses. 

Housing  Acts  1936  & 1957  - Overcrowding . 

No  case  of  overcrowding  was  found  in  non-Council  houses 
during  the  year. 

The  statutory  standard  introduced  in  1936  is  outdated,  and 
as  the  housing  situation  eases  no  doubt  the  Government  will 
give  consideration  to  the  introduction  of  a revised  standard, 
and  another  national  survey. 

In  1961  a survey  was  made  of  the  conditions  under  which 
immigrants  we re  living  in  the  Borough.  This  is  followed  up 
from  time  to  time.  There  have  been  no  real  difficulties  and 
a fair  standard  is  being  maintained.  This  puts  into  perspec- 
tive a problem  which  is  often  exaggerated  by  uninformed  public 
opinion. 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

I am  indebted  to  the  Town  Clerk  for  the  following  statistics 
for  the  year  1965* 

(l)  Standard  Grants. 

1.  Number  of  applications  (a)  Owner/ occupiers  ...Approved  14 


. . .Refused  0 

(b)  Tenanted  houses  ..  Ap  roved  2 

. . Refused  0 

2.  Number  of  dwellings  (a)  Owner/ occupiers  ..  8 

improved  (b)  Tenanted  . . 0 

3.  Amount  paid  in  grants  £794 .18.2 

4.  Average  grant  per  house  £99 » 7*3 

5.  Amenities  provided:  (a)  Fixed  bath  5 

(b)  Shower  0 

(c)  Wash  Hand  Basin  7 

(d)  Hot  water  supply 

(to  any  fittings)  7 

(e)  Water-closet  7 

(f)  Pood  store  4 
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I IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS  C ont  ’ d . 


( 2 ) Discretionary  Grants 

1.  Number  of  applications  approved 

2.  Number  of  applications  refused 

3.  Amount  paid  in  grants  £1960.  0.  0 

4.  Average  grant  per  house  £280.  0.  0 

5.  Number  of  dwellings  improved 

(a)  Owner/occupier 

(b)  Tenanted 


12 

0 


7 

0 


No  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  issued  under  this 
Act.  One  Certificate  of  Disrepair  was  cancelled,  the  defects 
specified  in  the  schedule  of  the  Certificate  having  been 
remedied. 


MOVEABLE  dwellings 

The  following  licensed  sites  were  used  during  the 


year: - 

Foghamshire  3 

Bath  Road  1 

Ladyf ield 

Nurseries  1 

180  Sheldon  Road  1 

52  Low den  1 


Council's  Sites 

Greenway  Lane  4 

Bath  Road  18 

Sites  exempted  from  licensing  requirements 
2 The  Hamlet 
27  Langley  Road 
30  Frogwell 
67  Hill  Corner  Road 

Laing,  Hungerdown  Lane 

All  the  above  caravans  are  used  as  dwelling-houses. 
Frequent  inspections  are  made  of  these  sites,  which, 
generally  speaking,  are  well  maintained. 
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FACTORIES  ACT  1961 

Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  hy  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

Number  of 

PREMISES 

on 

Register 

. 

Insp ’ns . 

Written 

Notices 

lOccupiers 

Prosecuted 

l)  Factories  in  which 
Secs.  1,2,3?4  & 6 are 
to  be  enforced  by 

Local  Authorities 

14 

- 

- 

! 

2)  Factories  not  included 
in  (l)  in  which  Sec. 7° 
is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authorities 

• 

58 

13 

1 

_ 

1 

V 

3)  Other  premises  in 
which  Sec.7»  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
Out-workers’  premises) 

- 

- 

i 

1 _ 

j 

72 



1 

- 

One  Notice  was  served  under  Section  7 upon  the  occupier 
of  a factory  which  had  not  been  provided  with  proper  sanitary 
conveniences . 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT  1956 

Attention  has  been  paid  both  to  existing  installations  and 
to  proposals  for  new  boiler-houses  and  chimneys.  Eleven  chimney 
observations  and  twenty-three  inspections  in  connection  with 
excessive  dark  smoke  emission  resulted  in  informal  action, 
followed  by  return  to  satisfactory  conditions  at  five  premises. 

Proposals  for  provision  of  new  boilers  and  chimneys  are 
discussed  with  owners  on  submission  of  plans  for  bye-lav;  approv  ll . 


NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT  I960 

Informal  action  was  taken  in  a number  of  cases  in 
connection  with  the  use  of  loudspeakers  by  salesmen  in  ice-cream 
vehicles  after  seven  o’  clock  in  the  evening. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Disinfection  is  carried  out  in  homes,  and  bedding  and 
similar  articles  are  treated  by  steam  or  destroyed  when  this 
is  considered  necessary  after  infectious  diseases. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  discussions  were  in  progress 
with  the  adjoining  authorities  with  a view  to  sharing  the  cost 
of  installing  a new  steam  Disinfecting  appliance,  the  existing 
arrangement  with  the  Mid-Wilts  Hospital  Management  Committee 
having  ended. 

There  is  a small  demand  for  the  disinfection  of  parcels 
of  clothing  prior  to  dispatch  abroad. 

73  visits  of  inquiry  were  made  in  connection  with 
infectious  diseases  - intestinal  infections,  scarlet  fever, 
food  poisoning  etc. 
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OFFICES ; SHOPS  & RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 
(A)  REGISTRATIONS  ANT  GENERAL INSPECTIONS 


Class  of  Premises 


Number  of  ( Number  of 
premises  j registered 
.registered!  premises  at 
‘during  the 'end  of  year 


Number  of  registered! 
premises  receiving  a! 
general  inspection 
during  the  year 


Retail  Shops 

Wholesale  shops , 
Warehouses 


Catering  establish-'; 
ments  open  to  the 
public , canteens 

Fuel  Storage  depots 


Totals 


TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  VISITS  TO  REGISTERED 
PREMISES  UNDER  THE  ACT 


435 


ooooooooooooooo 


( B ) ANALYSIS  OF  CONTRAVENTIONS 


Of  the  197  premises  inspected  during  the  year,  171  or 
86  per  cent,  failed  to  comply  with  the  Act  in  some  respect. 

In  many  cases,  the  deficiency  was  no  more  serious  than,  say, 
a missing  thermometer  or  first  aid  box.  In  others?more  serious 
defects  were  found.  In  all,  734  contraventions  were  discovered 
concerning  the  following  matters i- 


Section  Number  of 

Contraventions  found 

Section  Number  of 

Contraventions  found 

4 Cleanliness  3 

13  Sitting  facilities  5 ! 

5 Overcrowding  6 

14  Seats  (Sgdegtar^- 

6 Temperature  7 

Thermometers  89 

15  Eating  Facilities  3 

7 Ventilation  19 

16  Floors  , passage  & stairs 

248 

8 Lighting  45 

17  Fencing  exposed  parts 

machinery  35 

9 Sanitary  Conveniences  70 

18  Protection  of  young 

persons  from  dangerous 
machine ry 

10  Washing  facilities  68 

19  Training  of  young  persons 

working  at  dangerous 
machinery 

11  Supply  of  Drinking 

Water  3 

23  Prohibition  of  heavy  'work 

12  Clothing  Accommodation 

10 

24  First  Aid  92 

General  Provisions 

50  Posting  of  Abstract  of 

' Act  31 

! 


734  i 


TOTAL 


16 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  & RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT . Cont ? d 


( E ) REPORTED  ACCIDENTS 


Workplace 

Number 

Reported 

j Total  NOo 
Investigated 

Offices 

1 

Retail  Shops 

3 

2 

Wholesale  Sho 
Warehouses 

PS, 

1 

1 

Caterin  g Est a 
lishments  open 
to  public, 
canteens 

b- 

- 

Fuel  Storage 
Depots 

- 

TOTALS 

3 | 



3 

action  Re c ommen de d 


Prose-  ; Formal  Informal ; No 


cut  ion  j Warning 


Advice  'Act lorn 


rsis 


of  rep o r ted  accidents 


* .. 

Offices 

Retail 

Shops 

Whole  sale 
Warehouses 

Cater  ing 
Establish- 
ments open 
to  public.! 
canteens 

Fuel 

Storage 

Depots 

Machinery 

- 

- 

- 

Transport 

- 

- 

“ 

- 

Falls  of  persons 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Stepping  on  or  striking 
against  object  or  persoi 

Handling  goods 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

Struck  by  falling  object 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Fires  & Explosions 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Electricity 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Use  of  hand  tools 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Not  otherwise 
i specified 

- 

- 



~ 

- 

SWIMMING  POOL 
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Regular  samples  from  the  swimming  and  paddling  pools  were  taken 
during  the  summer  months  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service.  The  samples,  taken  at  peak 
loads  at  fortnightly  intervals,  are  to  assess  the  efficiency  of  the 
treatment,  which  is  of  the  continuous  filtration,  circulation  and 
chlorination  type.  Other  and  more  frequent  tests,  to  determine  the 
residual  chlorine  content  of  the  water  , are  carried  out  on  the 
premises . 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (WASTE  FOODS)  ORDER  1957. 

The  Council  accepted  delegation  from  the  County  Council  of  this 
Order.  There  are  eight  licenced  premises  in  the  Borough  (six  only 
are  actually  processing  waste  food)  and  these  are  inspected  from 
time  to  time  in  connection  with  the  enforcement  of  the  Order. 


PET 


Two  licences  were  issued  to  keep  pet  shops.  These  premises  are 
inspected,  although  the  only  pets  sold  are  cage-birds,  goldfish  and 
tortoises . 


ERADICATION  OF  VERMIN. 

Some  verminous  infestations  were  dealt  with  by  the  use  of  D.D.T 
and  Gammexane  Insecticides. 

In  a number  of  cases,  advice  and  assistance  was  given  in 
connection  with  fly  and  wasp  infest  it  ions . 


RODENT  CONTROL 

The  methods  used  have,  on  the  whole,  become  standardised  through- 
out the  country,  and  are  as  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Agricult- 
ure, Fisheries  and  Food. 

Poisons  used  are  - Zinc  Phosphide  and  Warfarin. 

The  Sewers,  brooks  and  sewage  outfall  works  are  now  treated  as  a 
routine  measure  twice  yearly,  the  refuse  tips  are  closely  watched 
and  treated  as  often  as  may  be  necessary. 

The  low  level  of  rat  infestations  in  surface  properties  in  the 
town  is  due  greatly  to  the  systematic  control  measures  applied  to 
the  sewers,  but  it  should  be  remembered  that  rats  are  attracted  by 
readily  available  food  supplies  - from  building  sites  where  scraps 
are  carelessly  thrown  about  and  from  residential  areas  where  birds 
are  fed  without  adequate  precautions. 

The  following  details  are  in  the  form  required  by  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food:- 


Type  of  Property 

Non-Agri cultural 

Agri- 
' cul- 
tural 

Local 

Dwelling 

U1  other 

Total  of 

Auth- 

house  s 

( incl . 

Cols.  1, 

orit  y 

( incl . 

Busines  s 

2 & 3. 

Council 
house  s) 

Premises ) 

1.  Number  of  properties  in 

L.A’s  District 

12 

5824 

1299 

7135 

12 

2.  Number  of  properties  insp.’tc 

as  a result  of  - 
(a)  Notification 

__ 

39 

32 

71 

1 

(b)  Survey 

12 

2 

9 

23 

- 

(c)  Otherwise 

- 

200 

275 

475 

1 

3.  Number  of  properties  insp’td 

which  were  found  to  be  infested 

6 

- 

8 ' 

14 

— 

4 o Number  of  infested  prop- 

erties  treated  by  L.A. 

6 

38 

29 

73 

1 

i 

i] 5 o Total  treatments  carried 

out,  including  re-treatmenta 

! i 

7 

68 

44 

119 

1 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF'  FOOD 


MSaT  inspection 

The  Bacon  Factory  continues  to  maintain  the  heavy 
slaughtering  of  the  last  few  years  - The  Wiltshire 
Bacon  Company,  during  the  year,  slaughtered  some 
54*425  pigs  on  their  premises. 

The  Meat  Inspection  Regulations  came  into  force 
on  the  1st.  October  1963 . The  object  of  these  Regulations 
was  to  require  all  local  authorities  to  provide  a 1 00  per 
cent  meat  inspection  service,  and  this  has  been  in 
operation  since  1st.  December  1963*  all  carcases  having 
been  marked  since  that  date.  The  line  system  is  adopted 
at  the  Bacon  Factory,  and  the  speed  of  slaughter 
necessitates  two  inspectors  being  present. 

I sometimes  wonder  whether  the  general  public  realise 
that  this  service  is  working  constantly  to  ensure  that 
all  meat  sold  for  human  consumption  is  free  from  disease 
and  fit  to  eat . 

Post-mortem  and  sometimes  anti-mortem  inspections 
were  carried  out  on  59*390  animals  during  the  year. 

The  Regulations  provide  for  Local  Authorities  to 
make  charges  for  inspections  and  the  Council  have 
decided  on  the  following  charges 

Wiltshire  Bacon  Company  6d.  per  pig. 

T.  Cartwright, 

Slaughterhouse,  River  Street. 


Cattle 

- 2/- 

Calves 

- 9d. 

Sheep 

- 6d. 

Pigs 

- 9d. 

The  Slaughterhouse  (Hygiene)  Regulations  1958*  and 
the  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty) 

Regulations  1958,  were  designed  to  secure  the  observance 
of  sanitary  and  cleanly  conditions  in  connection  with  the 
construction  and  operation  of  slaughterhouses  and  the 
handling  of  meat  therein.  They  impose  upon  occupiers 
of  slaughterhouses  requirements  as  to  the  layout, 
drainage,  equipment,  maintenance,  cleanliness,  ventilation, 
lighting,  water  supply,  management  and  personal  hygiene, 
and  provides  for  safeguards  against  the  infliction  of 
unnecessary  suffering. 

The  two  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough  comply  with 
these  Regulations. 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT  1958 

Twenty-four  persons  were  licensed  to  slaughter 
animals . 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED 


Cat  tie 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

excl . 

and 

cows 

Lambs 

Number  killed 

1394 

1 

6 

1812 

56,177 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  & Cyst icerci 


Whole  carcases  condemned  1 - 261 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned  89  1 - 31  7? 21 7 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tubercu- 
losis and  cysticerci  6.3  100  20  1.7  13*3 


Whole  carcases  condemned 


Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  ccndemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 


Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration 


Generalised  & totally 
condemned 


7 

7 


1,721 

3 


MEAT  CONDEMNED 


KILLED)  DURING  1965 


BOVINE 

4 Heads 
87  Livers 
69  Pt.  Livers 
Offal 


PIGS 

261  Carcases 
1640  Heads 

Mes/Plucks 

Meat 

SHEEP 

21  Livers 

Other  offals 
Meat 

CALVES 


T. 

C. 

■3. 

ra 

P 

1 — 1 

1 

0 

16 

9 

3 

27 

2 

1 

3 

3 

10 

14 

6 

3 

16 

8 

15 

1 

24 

31 

4 

2 

5 

3 

9 

2 

20 

1 

18 

16 

17 

2 

24 

1 Carcase 


60  12  1 0 
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CYSTICERCUS  BOVIS 

Routine  examination  of  beef  carcases  and  organs  is  carried 
out  to  detect  the  parasite  of  Cysticercus  Bovis  as  required  hy 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture;,  Fisheries  and  Food,  Cysticercus 
Bovis  is  the  cystic  stage  of  taenia  saginata,  the  tapeworm  of 
man.  During  the  year  seven  carcases  were  found  to  he  infected, 
being  single  cysts  located  in  the  head  in  two  cases,  in  the 

diaphragm  in  two  cases  and  in  the  heart  in  three  cases.  Of  the 
cases  found,  six  were  viable  and  one  degenerated,,  Where  the 
infestation  is  generalised,  the  carcase  is  totally  condemned 
and  where  the  infestation  is  localised,  the  part  of  the  carcase 
or  the  organ  affected  is  rejected  as  unfit  for  human  consumption 
the  remainder  of  the  carcaseois  placed  in  cold  storage  at  a 
temperature  not  exceeding  20  F,  for  a period  of  three  weeks, 
and  then  released  for  human  consumption.  Failing  refrigeration, 
the  entire  carcase  and  offal  is  rejected. 

BOVINE  TUBERCULOSIS 

A notable  feature  of  meat  inspection  during  the  year  was 
again  the  complete  absence  of  any  evidence  of  tubercle  infection 
in  the  cattle  slaughtered.  This  bears  witness  to  the 
success  of  the  tubercle  eradication  scheme  in  cattle. 

METHOD  OF  DISPOSAL  OF  CONDEMNED  FOOD 

All  carcases  and  offals  found  at  the  Bacon  Factories  and 
Slaughterhouses  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption,  are  mutilated 
and  dyed  prior  to  disposal  to  firms  outside  the  Borough  for 
conversion  into  animal  food  and  fertilisers.  Tinned  and  other 
packaged  foodstuffs  are  collected  and  disposed  of  to  a licensed 
pig  feeder  for  treatment  in  a sterilising  plant. 


MISCELLANEOUS  GOODS 


104  tins  Meat 
345  tins  Fruit 
9 tins  Fish 
111  tins  Vegetables 
54  tins  Milk 
6 tins  Soup 


407  lbs 
451  lbs 


5 lbs 

95  rbs 


Meat 

Liver 

Butter 

Bacon 

Poultry 

Sausages 

Frozen  Meat 

Lard 

Cheese 

Tea 

Faggots 


462  lbs 
28  lbs 
242  lbs 


7259  lbs 


86  lbs 
4 lbs 
1 05  lbs 
414  lbs 

11  lbs 
172  lbs 
37 


5 Pies 


5 lbs 
278  lbs 
579  lbs 
16  cwts 
108  lbs 
30  lbs 
112  lbs 


Cereals  & Biscuits 

Flour 

Sugar 

Margarine 

Prunes 

Potatoes 


FOOD  PREMISES 
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Number  of  food  premises  by  type  of  "business  - 


General  Grocery 

42 

Butchers 

12 

Hotels,  Cafes, 

Licensed 

Restaurants 

16 

premises 

32 

Industrial 

Sweets 

7 

Canteens 

6 

Fruit  and 

Bakers , 

Vegetables 

8 

Confectioners 

10 

Fishmongers 

4 

Fish  Fryers 

5 

Dairies 

4 

Slaughterhouses 

2 

Number  of  food  premises,  by  type,  registered  under 
Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955 

Preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages,  potted, 
pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  21 

Manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream  3 

Sale  of  ice  cream  47 

Inspections  made  to  supervise  the  preparation,  handling 
or  storage  of  food  in  shops,  restaurants,  bake-houses,  markets 
and  factory  canteens,  totalled  186. 

59  Notices  were  served  for  contraventions  of  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations,  defects  remedied  included  - lack  of 
decoration  or  cleanliness,  structural  defects,  defective 
sinks  and  basins. 

A considerable  amount  of  time  is  spent  each  year  by 
Public  Health  Inspectors  in  the  supervision  of  premises  where 
food  is  prepared,  stored  or  sold.  The  best  approach  to  ensure 
a high  standard  of  food  hygiene  in  any  town  is  by  frequent  and 
thorough  inspections. 

This  results  in  improvements  to  the  structures,  equipment 
and  display  of  food,  but  occasionally  there  are  complaints  of 
food  purchased  being  out  of  condition.  On  investigation  it  is 
sometimes  found  that  the  shopkeeper  is  new  to  the  trade  and  has 
little  or  no  knowledge  of  the  shelf-life  of  perishable  foods, 
or  of  how  such  foods  should  be  kept. 

There  is  still  very  poor  stock  rotation  in  certain  shops, 
with  the  risks  of  the  sale  of  mouldy  pies,  sausage  rolls  and 
unsound  meat  products. 

Although  the  standard  of  food  hygiene  has  been  improved, 
there  is  still  a great  deal  to  be  done  in  this  field,  but,  more 
could  be  done  by  the  public  themselves,  by  their  careful 
selection  of  shops  where  they  can  see  for  themselves  what 
kind  of  standard  is  maintained  behind  the  counter. 

It  is  felt  that  a large  proportion  of  the  general  public 
is  not  yet  really  convinced  of  the  importance  of  a high 
standard  of  food  hygiene. 

When  people  are  dis-satisf ied  with  the  handling,  for 
example,  of  cooked  meats  or  dairy  products,  they  should 
bring  this  fact  to  the  notice  of  the  shopkeeper,  or  report 
the  infringements  which  they  notice.  This  is  stressed  in  the 
talks  given  to  the  various  women's  organisations  from  time 
to  time. 

Many  workers  in  food  shops  handle  food  unnecessarily,  and 
still  fail  to  appreciate  the  importance  of  regular  and 
thorough  handwashing.  Vith  traditional  sanitary  and  washing 
equipment  it  is  ridiculously  easy  to  contaminate  hands  after 
washing.  The  development  of  foot-operated  flushing  cisterns 
and  foot-operated  taps  to  washbasins,  might  help  in  this 
matter. 
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FOOD  PREMISES  C ont 1 d . 


Complaints  received  regarding  food  hygiene  are  very 
few  considering  the  number  of  premises  concerned.  They 
generally  refer  to  slovenly  practices,  especially  the 
fingering  of  open  food  instead  of  using  tongs.  This 
emphasises  the  necessity  for  educating  the  food  handler 
rather  than  the  improvement  of  premises  and  equipment. 

It  may  he  that  people,  not  premises,  are  now  the 
problem  in  food  hygiene. 

Some  butchers  continue  to  use  sawdust  on  the  floors 
of  their  shops,.  This  introduces  hygiene  risks.  Unless 
properly  damped  and  sprinkled  with  care,  and  particularly 
well-damped  again  before  sweeping  up,  there  is  a risk  of 
dust  rising  and  contaminating  exposed  meat,  chopping  blocks 
and  counters.  When  the  sawdust  dries  during  the  day,  it 
can  be  raised  in  the  form  of  dust  by  the  feet  of  customers t 
Non-slip  floors  can  be  provided  by  the  use  of  granolithic, 
incorporating  carborundum.  This  and  other  similar  surfaces 
have  proved  quite  satisfactory. 

More  shopkeepers  are  asking  for  notices  requesting  the 
public  not  to  take  dogs  into  food  shops.  These  notices  are 
supplied  free  on  application. 

An  increasing  number  of  licensed  premises  are  providing 
snacks  or  light  refreshments  for  their  customers,  and  the 
use  of  a bactericide  in  the  water  used  for  glass  washing  etc., 
in  public  houses  is  now  fairly  general,  but  cannot  be  enforced 
if  a hot  water  supply  is  available. 

Frequent  inspections  are  made-  of  mobile  shops  and  the 
stalls  retailing  foodstuffs  in  the  weekly  market.  It  is  an 
open  secret  that  work  is  going  on  towards  the  drafting  and 
publication  of  a new  set  of  regulations  on  hygiene  in  markets 
and  open  air  sales. 

The  "hct-dog  man'1'  makes  his  appearance  from  time  to 
time,  especially  when  the  showpeople  visit  the  town.  Control 
of  this  vendor  is  somewhat  difficult,  as  the  various  vehicles 
must,  of  necessity,  bs  inspected  under  actual  working  conditions 
while  the  food  is  on  sale.  This  requires  evening  inspections, 
Nevertheless,  the  surveillance  of  this  type  of  food  vendor  is 
of  particular  use  in  demonstrating  to  the  customer  that  control 
is  being  exercised. 

Litter  baskets  are  provided  by  the  Council  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  fried  fish  shops  in  an  effort  to  keep  the 
streets  tidy.  It  is  a pity  that  some  customers  are  not  as 
hygienic  and  litter  conscious  as  the  shopkeepers.  We  might 
not  then  see  the  main  streets  of  Chippenham  littered  with 
fish  and  chip  papers  at  weekends. 

A fair  number  of  instances  are  reported  to  the 
department  of  food  containing  foreign  bodies.  Each  complaint 
received  is  carefully  investigated  and  where  s ome  negligence 
on  t he  part  of  the  manufacturer  or  retailer  is  established, 
the  matter  is  reported  to  the  Council  for  instructions. 

Court  proceedings  were  taken  in  one  case,  the  defendant 
company  being  fined  £20  for  the  sale  of  a wrapped  loaf  of 
bread  in  a mouldy  condition. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES . 
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Number  of  Registered  Dairies 
Number  of  Registered  Distributors 
Number  of  Untreated  Dealer’s  licences 
Number  of  pasteuriser ’ s/steriliser ’ s Licences 
Number  of  Dealer’s  Pre-packed  Licences 


4 

12 

2 

2 

12 


Number  of  samples  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  - 


Untreated 

Pasteurised 

Sterilised 

Biologicals 


13 

41 

11 

4 


Number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year 


32 


Of  the  sixty-nine  samples  of  milks  taken,  one  untreated 
sample  and  one  pasteurised  sample  failed  the  test  required 
by  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1963*  The 
Biological  samples  were  negative. 

Sample  failures  of  raw  milk  are  first  investigated  at  the 
distributing  dairy  to  clarify  whether  the  producer  or  the 
distributor  is  at  fault.  If  a farm  investigation  is  called 
for,  then  notification  is  given  to  the  Milk  Regulations 
Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

As  a check  on  the  efficiency  of  milk  bottle  cleansing, 
four  sets  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination. 

The  Council  accepted  delegation  from  the  Countv  Council  of 
their  duties  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation;  Regulations, 
I960,  as  from  the  17th.  October  1961. 

Attention  is  again  drawn  to  the  difficulties  experienced  at 
the  Bottle  Washing  Plants,  due  to  bottles  being  misused  before 
being  returned  to  the  dairy.  Consumers  are  advised  to  rinse 
the  empty  bottles,  promptly  return  them  to  the  dairyman,  and 
not  to  use  them  for  purposes  other  than  as  milk  containers. 

We  look  forward  with  great  interest  to  the  introduction  to 
this  area  of  U.H.T.  long-keeping  milk,  the  sale  of  which  became 
legal  on  1st.  October.  Packaging  of  this  milk  in  single-use 
cartons  might  solve  the  problem  which  the  trade  is  experiencing 
in  the  misuse  of  empty  milk  bottles. 

ICE  CREAM. 

Number  of  premises  registered  and  used  for 

manufacture  and  sale  3 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  sale  only  47 

Number  of  samples  68 

Inspection  of  premises  76 

The  fact  that  all  the  ice  cream  samples  fell  within 
Grades  1 and  2 is  an  indication  that  the  ice  cream 
trade  iB  now  producing  a safe  product  from  the  bacteriological 
point  of  view. 

The  main  difficulties  these  days  arise  in  the  mobile  vans 
equipped  with  freezers  for  making  ice  cream  on  the  spot,  known 
widely  as  the  soft  serve  principle. 

The  vans  are  not  always  in  a completely  hygienic  condition, 
sometimes  lacking  hot  water,  towels  or  nail  brushes  and  often 
without  proper  sterilising  detergents. 

The  driver-salesmen  are  often  part-timers  taking  out 
ice  cream  vans  in  the  evening,  after  a full  days  work  in 
another  trade,  and  having  no  knowledge  whatever  of  the 
principles  of  food  hygiene. 


